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The Truth is Mighty and Will Prevail

City Raises Taxes 6.3%
by: jim tolnai
    If you read today's Packet you will
be mislead into thinking your taxes on
an average house is only going up by
3.3%. If you believe that then I have a
bridge for sale at the narrows. You
know city management along with
mayor and council must think you and
I are dump as a bucket of rocks and
can't think or figure them out. What I
also can't figure out is why the Packet
insists on not putting two and two to-
gether and explain the fraud which
their headline reinforces. I always be-
lieved local newspapers were supposed
to look after readers and their interests.
After all the success of the publication
is dependent on the people who buy
and read the paper. Anyway here is the
truth about your tax increase.
     On the front page TAX HIKE
PEGGED AT 3.3% screams out at us
all letters capitalized and in bold font.
Now it is not often that the Packet ever
capitalizes the whole headline so that in
it self speaks volumes. What it says to
me is that I had better read the entire
paper carefully because they are trying
to get my attention on the front story
and possibly hiding the big story some-
where else. Sure as heck the big story
is on page three and the headline is not
all capitalized but the cost to the tax-
payer is about the same as the 3.3%
they are claiming as the tax increase.
How does this scam work???? Read on
     The water/sewer rate increase is go-
ing to cost each household 45% or
$104 per year (remarkably close to the
40% wage increase for councillors).
Now this is on top of a "moderate??"
increase in the fall. The article claims
that this increase is necessary because
water and sewage must be operated at a
full cost recovery ordered by the
province. But if you are now going to
have to pay full cost of these services
which have been paid for out of prop-

erty tax revenue then why are your
taxes not being reduced by $104.
Doesn't it seem odd that on the one
hand they are claiming a tax increase of
only 3.3% yet they are not reducing
your taxes by the 3% which is the
amount they claim was going to pay for
water/ sewers even though you are now
paying full cost???? I don't know about
you but if they keep the tax money col-
lected for the express use of subsidiz-
ing water and sewer which you now
have to pay for, then the tax increase is
6.3% plain and simple.
     The dishonesty of this city adminis-
tration and council is appalling. It is
obvious they have no respect for our
intelligence. The Packets failure to ana-
lyze and inform is unforgivable. Folks
we need a "Forensic" audit and we
need an election. This is only the tip of
the iceberg and just like the MURF site
needs to be tested thoroughly and
cleaned up, city books need a thorough
"Forensic" audit. Like the stench at the
MURF site city hall is giving off an
odor. This fraud is just one more proof
of how city hall does their accounting,
there is more.
jim tolnai

Developing the Molson Site

by: jim tolnai
      What type of use could
we make of the West St.
site that would not harm
people, create traffic, not
cost the city very much to
develop and make the city
a profit every year to pay
for a cleanup and boost
tourism in the area????
Well folks I think I've got it.
What about a Racetrack/
Slots/Bingo Park? Why
not??? Innisfil which
doesn't own the property
gets millions in taxes and
millions more every year
from their share of the slots
action at Georgian Downs.
Why couldn't we create  this
right in the heart of our city.
Man! there is room down
there for a 5/8 mile track
and certainly we have gam-
blers driving virtually right
by the location heading to
the Casino. Why couldn't
we approach the Casino for
a joint venture? They have
the money we have the
land. They have the exper-
tise we have the will. Let's
be honest outside of payroll
Orillia, Ramara,
continued: on page 3
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by: doug peddle
    I wrote the following article way
back in January 2005. I requested a
copy of the letter sent to the ministry
and which Leona Dombrowski Min-
ister of the Environment used in
making her statement to the Legisla-
ture. Well it has now been over a
year and the city has failed to provide
the original letter. Instead they pro-
vided a letter written on the 16th. of
November 2004 which was the day
Minister Dombrowski made her
statement to the legislature and could
not have been in the possession of
the ministry. Lori Koughan claimed
that " The City did not send any cor-
respondence to the Ministry stating
that we would segregate soil into
windrows" yet the Ministry people
say they indeed did receive a draft
document. But now after more than a
year of demanding this information
under the "Freedom of Informatiom
Act" we get this letter written by Pe-
ter Dance which claims the process
for handling the dirt has been re-
vised. If there was no original letter
then what is it the city and Peter
Dance are saying they are
"revising"??? How can you "revise"
something that you claim never ex-
isted in the first place.????? So here
is the original article.

 Back on Nov. 16/04 Leona Dom-
browski Minister of the Environment
stated in the Ontario Legislature that

the City of Orillia would put con-
taminated soil from the MURF
sight in “Windrows” We have
been trying to find out why the
minister mislead the legislature.
You see even as she spoke trucks
were dumping the soil and two
bulldozers were spreading it in
thin layers over the entire cell 7
area. On Nov. 19/04 the cities
lawyer assured Judge Stong that
the soil was being placed in
“windrows”  at the dump so proper
testing could be done. All the
while bulldozers were spreading
the dirt into thin layers mixing and
diluting the soil.
     After many attempts to get at
the truth we have finally made a
breakthrough. You see until just
the other day Chris Hyde the local
manager of the Environment Of-
fice in Barrie would always an-
swer our questions with “ the min-
istry did not order the city to keep
the soil in windrows” . It was hard
to believe why we could never get
a clear answer to our questions
until now. There must be some-
thing afoot because finally Chris
Hyde has answered our question
as to who told the Minister that
soil would be kept in “Windrows”
and tested every 30 meters. Here
is the excerpt from Hyde’s letter
“The statement made by the Min-
ister related to a draft          protocol
provided by the City of Orillia re-
lating to the disposal and sampling
of the excavated soil from the
MURF site, at the Kitchener
Street Landfill” .  So it turns out
that the City told the Minister that
yes indeed they would dump the
soil in “Windrows” and would be
tested every 30 meters. This infor-
mation then was relayed to the
legislature by the Minister even

though as she spoke the bulldozers
were mixing and diluting the toxic
soil.
    We then contacted Lori Koughan
project manager and asked the
question of the correspondence by
the city to the Minister. You see we
asked for a copy of the document
that Hyde was referring to and re-
ceived the following answer from
Lori Koughan.”With respect to sep-
aration of soil into windrows, as
you know from responses you have
received from Chris Hyde, he has
indicated that the Ministry did not
require the City of Orillia to keep
the soil in  windrows. The City did
not send any correspondence to the
Ministry stating that we would seg-
regate soil into windrows. The pro-
tocol that was approved by  the
Ministry and followed by the City
is posted on our website” . So who
is telling a lie? Did the Minister
knowingly mislead the legislature
and make up the story of the
“Windrows”? Is it Chris Hyde who
claims that the Minister used infor-
mation provided by the city? Or is
Lori Koughan not telling the truth?
Now the “Spin”  that the city was
not ordered to place the soil in
“Windrows “  by the ministry does
not ring true. You see when the city
tells the ministry and minister that
they will place the dirt in
“Windrows”  voluntarily why
should they bother to order it? They
already have an agreement that it
would be done. Why wouldn’ t they
trust the cities word??? Only prob-
lem is that the city never had any
intention of doing it. Embarrassed,
Chris Hyde until the other day tried
to cover-up the fact that they had
been mislead by stating “ the min-
istry had not ordered the city to
place the soil in windrows” . Now
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continued from page 1

Severn and to some extent
Oro/Medonte gets many of
the headaches and gets noth-
ing in return. Here we have a
large tract of serviced land
that will cost millions and mil-
lions to cleanup. Why not
have the land pay for itself?
     I know there will be those
opposed to gambling but Hey!
it is a reality and we have
11,000 people a day driving
around and through our city
and townships using our re-
sources with us showing vir-
tually nothing for it. Just imag-
ine Orillia! Wagering Capital
of Ontario. We have a built in
clientele and we certainly
have a qualified workforce.
Other than a bit of horse poop
smell it is a clean industry.
Maybe down the road we
could get Grey Hound racing
and Equestrian Events and
even hold the Mariposa Folk
Festival and other events
there as well. The benefits to
the City Core and hotels
would be phenomenal. Very
little housing around to dis-
turb. Smooth traffic flow from
Hwy. 11. Why I believe this
facility would compliment the
Casino and increase busi-
ness. This folk's is a Win!
Win! situation. Ramara, Sev-
ern, Oro/Medont and Orillia
could partner to make this a
reality and we could all have
not only our taxes reduced

but create employment and
cleanup that whole area from
taxes that would be paid to
Orillia and it's share of the prof-
its.
     We could then find a nice
clean piece of land and build a
MURF to our hearts content
keeping our citizens and chil-
dren safe and still benefit from
tournaments and special
events as well. Think it can't be
done??? It has a much greater
chance of being done than
ever having the MURF built
there in the next 8 to 15 years.
You see looking at Georgian
Downs there would not be a
great need for huge buildings
just lots of open space and
parking and cleanup could go
on unimpeded by buildings.
Shuttle buses could be run
from hotels and even from the
Casino and visa versa.  In-
creased tourism and increased
traffic into town not just by it.
Food for thought.
Eh!!

we know this whole affair was a
con game to  Continued on page 3

continued” from page 2
 be able to hide the contaminated
toxic soil by diluting it.
     What makes this even more in-
teresting is that the law firm
Chrstie,Miller, Koughan etc. who
represent the city also assured
Judge Stong on Nov. 19  that the
soil was being kept separate and
in “Windrows”  while the bulldoz-
ers were doing their dirty deed as
they spoke. Now where would the
lawyers have gotten this informa-

tion from? Was it from the min-
ister? From Chris Hyde? Or was
it from Lori Koughan wife of
one of the partners of the law
firm who billed the city for over
$108,000 for 1 1/2 days in
court?????
     The stench of this whole deal
is becoming worse by the day.
The mayor and council along
with city staff keep spreading
MURF dodo. Lori Koughan”s
husbands’  law firm is represent-
ing the city to the tune of hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars on
a project that Lori is the manager
of and by default she benefits fi-
nancially??? Chris Hyde who is
responsible to protect the envi-
ronment and people of Orillia
plays word games to cover up
their incompetence instead of
doing his job and the Minister of
the Environment and Premier
McGuinty just bob along. Unbe-

Recall

David Emerson
David Emerson the Liberal
who used supporters in his
riding to get elected then
even before he was sworn in
to the New parliament  be-
trayed the voters by crossing
over to the Conservatives. It
doesn’t matter whether you
are a conservative, Liberal or
whatever. Your duty lies in
representing the voters who
elected you. If you want to
change your values and posi-
tion on principals and can’t
bear to remain with the party
then resign and run under the
new parties principals. Go to
www.petitiononline.com/RDE/peti-
tion.html
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$60,000,000 Plus MURF

by: jim tolnai
 Another bit of truth has been made
public about the project from hell.
We reported last week that Lauer
was going to table a report he had
done on the MURF budget. His
conclusion was that this project is
now at the $60,000,000 plus cost
with a huge list of unknowns that
can only add to the price tag. Not
surprisingly councillors had very lit-
tle to say about the most expensive
project this town has ever at-
tempted. Unlike the debate about
fast food outlets and litter which
elicited a heated twenty minute de-
bate on who should enforce any by-
law, these guys had nary a thing to
say about the report.
     It seems four councillors are be-
ginning to back pedal but will they
have the guts to act???? Past per-
formance says "NO". All talk but no
backbone. Barrie built rec centers
for $20,000,000. Is it any wonder
why they are one of the fastest
growing communities in North
America?? But then they don't use
the "floating budget" method of
costing projects do they? You see
they identify a realistic need , iden-
tify safe land, set a budget and then
build the facility. The Barrie sce-
nario plays out in dozens of other
communities successfully all across
Ontario and hundreds of Communi-
ties across Canada every year. The
exception to the rule of success is
Orillia and Guelph where they had a
similar bunch in charge when they
tried to build a MURF in secrecy,
lies and backroom deals that ex-
cluded public participation. That
project has cost Guelph taxpayers
over $10,000,000 more than bud-
geted as well and they didn't or
don't have the environmental night-
mare we have,

     Last night Lauer said that the
best case scenario was that con-
struction would not begin for a year
or possibly two as they still don't
know the environmental conse-
quences. Now this on a project that
they claimed was a slam dunk to be
built and occupied by this fall. The
$60 million Lauer is talking about is
basically a fraction of what this
chemical sponge will suck out of
our wallets, but they are too dishon-
est to tell you. Almost two years
ago we said here that the true cost
will be $100,000,000. Clean up is
not cheap and this site does have
to be cleaned up whether it is built
on or not. Slowly but surely the truth
comes out. Unfortunately it is a
slow and expensive process.
     An interesting note to all this is
that the "Risk Assessment" has
been delivered to the MoE. We
have poured over this massive doc-
ument over the weekend and could
find no reference as to how the
massive 40X40 meter lake of chem-
ical will be handled. Now can any-
one understand how one can do a
"Risk Assessment" and not deal
with this "huge lake of chemi-
cals"?? To me this says these peo-
ple now are abandoning this site
and are going to try and blame the
MoE for shutting it down. There is
no way the MoE can give this plan
a go ahead when offsite concerns
have not been addressed nor the
lake of chemical is being dealt with.
At best this exercise will be a waste
of 22 weeks. These cheap political
theatrics just keeps costing more
and more and all for what???? As
we said here almost a year ago,
"There will be "NO" MURF built on
this site for at least 8 to 15 years
which is how long a clean up will
take. These people never had any
intention of building this project any-
where but on West St. as the site is
more important than the facility.
Wake up Orillia and get involved.
The next election needs more than

a 30% turnout. Orillia needs a
"Forensic Audit". Until we air our
dirty laundry Orillia will not move
ahead into the 21st, Century. more
than a 30% turnout. Orillia needs a
"Forensic Audit". Until we
 air our dirty laundry Orillia will not
move ahead into the 21st, Century.

Back in Pr int
     We have decided to start
printing Speaking Out again for
those who don’ t have access to
the internet. There have been lit-
erally dozens of people asking
and we are happy to comply. We
will print a thousand copies of
each issue and distribute them
around town. If you have re-
ceived this copy you will be able
to pick new copies up from the
same location. For those who
have access to the Internet we
will post this issue on our web-
site www.speakingout.biz just
klick on “previous issues”  page
and klick on the date of the cur-
rent issue. It is a pdf file so you
will need Acrobat to be able to
open it. We urge you to print out
copies and share them with
friends and family.
     We also urge you to send
your thoughts on what concerns
you to jim@speakingout.biz by
e-mail or send by mail to.
Speakingout
13 Creighton St.
Orillia, Ont.
L3V 1A9
So enjoy and contact us if you
have any interesting information
or concern.
jim tolnai


